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ing and the origin or source of the religious consciousness, and 
seems to require a fuller discussion of the relation between the 
two points of view indicated in the distinction than the scope of 
the present work permits. 

H. Barker. 
Edinburgh University. 

The Dawn of Reason, or Mental Traits in the Lower 
Animals. By James Wier, M. D. The Macmillan Company : 
New York. Pp. xiii. , 234. 

There is little of direct philosophical value in this volume, the 
character of which is much better described by the subtitle than 
by its primary designation. The author gives us here the results 
of prolonged investigation into what may be called the conscious 
activity of animals belonging to the lower plains of life. His plan 
is to quote instances in detail of the action of lowly animals which 
indicate, as the author thinks conclusively, that they possess 
capacities or functions identical in kind with those of man. The 
faculties he illustrates are, besides the senses (to the usual num- 
ber of which the author would add the ' ' sense of direction ' ' and 
" tinctumutation "), (p. 181 ff.), conscious determination, mem- 
ory, emotion, aestheticism, parental affection, and reason. The 
author skilfully narrates his instances so as to give the illustra- 
tions precisely that nuance which will lend verisimilitude to his 
general thesis, and succeeds in weaving together very ingeniously 
the bare narration of fact, with the explanation of it which he 
seeks to furnish. But on the whole his volume is much rather a 
collection of material of a very striking and suggestive character, 
which might be used for comparative and for animal psychology, 
than an elaborated and carefully thought out psychology of 
animal life. The author apparently takes these to be one and 
the same thing; but it surely requires only to be pointed out to 
be admitted, that no possible accumulation of instances, however 
striking, in defence of a position already assumed to be tenable 
or valid, will ever satisfy the demand for a critical analysis of the 
assumptions and concepts which form the groundwork of that 
position itself. 

The author approaches his subject as a skilled biologist, with- 
out apparently any accurate notion of the meaning of psycho- 
logical terms or the correct use of them. His attitude towards 
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conscious phenomena is, if anything, frankly materialistic (pp. 1, 
43, 44). But it is difficult to extract his precise position on a 
purely psychological or philosophical question. Even the dis- 
tinction between reason and instinct (p. 147) is not clearly 
stated. But, fortunately, there is not much attempt at pure 
psychology in the volume, the author being far more interested, 
and certainly more successful, in the mere narration of the out- 
ward actions which he illustrates. Indeed, the author at certain 
points (cf. pp. 100, 114) himself seems to suggest a doubt re- 
garding his whole thesis by pointing out that it is well-nigh im- 
possible for us accurately to determine the exact contents of the 
psychical life of lower animals. In spite, however, of his special 
pleading for a case which it is doubtful if he fully realizes in all its 
significance, and which is in any circumstances particularly diffi- 
cult to establish, the author has here given a distinct contribution 
to our knowledge of animal life. 

J. B. Baillie. 

St. Andrews University. 

The Kingdom (Basileia). An Exegetical Study. By George 
Dana Boardman, Author of " Studies in the Creative Week," 
"Epiphanies of the Risen Lord," "The Divine Man," 
" University Lectures on the Ten Commandments," "Coro- 
nation of Love," "The Problem of Jesus," etc. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Small 8vo. Pp. x., 348. 
In simple and attractive style Dr. Boardman describes the 
characteristics of the ideal society which has been the dream of 
saints and sages from time immemorial. The frame of his 
picture is religious : his ' ' kingdom ' ' is that which has been set 
up by Jesus of Nazareth, the Divine Man, who has given it its 
laws and assures its triumphs. There is a delightful tone of 
trustful and confident loyalty in the book ; the author is con- 
scious of being a citizen of a great spiritual commonwealth, to 
whose head he gives unreserved obedience and devotion. The 
portraiture is largely ethical, and deals with some prominent 
questions of the day. Jesus, Dr. Boardman remarks, instituted 
no political or economical system, and laid down no rules for the 
control of international relations or for the guidance of money 
corporations, but he announced principles which go to the roots 
of human nature, and are competent to direct all human life. 
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